
 

Walkatjurra Walkabout to raise funds and unite communities against uranium 
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Today marks the launch of the seventh annual Walkatjurra Walkabout, where more than fifty participants from parts of the 

world affected by the nuclear industry will embark on a month-long walk against uranium mining through remote parts of 

Western Australia.  

 

At an event last night in Fremantle, community and environment groups including the Conservation Council of WA 

(CCWA), Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF), and the WA Nuclear Free Alliance (WANFA) gave the walkers a 

send-off. A crowdfunding campaign was also officially launched at the event to raise funds for legal action against the 

Yeelirrie uranium proposal in the Supreme Court. Over $10,000 has already been raised from donations.  

 

CCWA Director Piers Verstegen said, “Uranium mining is a dangerous and unnecessary industry that permanently 

damages the environment, communities and health. We cannot allow it to get a foothold in Western Australia. This is why 

the Conservation Council of WA supports the Walkatjurra Walkabout every year, and this year has partnered with 

Traditional Owners and the Environmental Defender‟s Office to launch proceedings in the Supreme Court against the 

Yeelirrie uranium proposal. 

 

“Environmental approval for the Yeelirrie project was granted by previous Environment Minister Albert Jacob against the 

advice of the EPA, which concluded that the mine would cause the extinction of a number of species which form part of 

the unique and poorly-understood underground desert ecology of the area.  

 

“Any approval for uranium mining in WA is bad, but the Yeelirrie approval ignores important principles of environmental 

law and sets a dangerous precedent for the environment, wildlife, and communities across the state. We cannot allow a 

decision go unchallenged which would knowingly cause the extinction of unique species and set such a dangerous 

precedent for our environment. 

 

“If Canadian mining company Cameco are allowed to mine at Yeelirrie, the sacred site and fragile desert ecosystem will 

be changed forever. The proposal involves a 9km mine pit, 36 million tonnes of radioactive mine waste, and clearing over 

2400 hectares of native vegetation.” 

 

Traditional Owners have opposed the mining of the Yeelirrie uranium deposit for more than forty years, as the mining plan 

threatens important cultural heritage sites that are part of the Seven Sisters Dreaming songline. „Yeelirrie‟ in the local 

language translates to „place of death‟. 

 

“The Conservation Council of WA will continue to support Traditional Owners in defending their country and culture from 

the destructive uranium industry. We have see a strong response from the community already with over $10,000 raised to 

support our Supreme Court action against the Yeelirrie proposal.” 
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